
TOWN OF WOODWAY
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING ME^JTES

Meeting Date: Wednesday, February 1, 2023
Location: Woodway Town Hall - 23920 113th Place W.

Members
Present

Staff&
Guests
Present

Chair Per Odegaard

Vice Chair Lisa Marquart*

IEI Commissioner Laura Murphy*

D Commissioner Teresa Pape

^ Town Planner Bill Trimm

1^ John Brock, guest

Commissioner Jan Ostlund

D Commissioner John Zevenbergen

Commissioner John Rettenmier*

Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Kirn Sullivan

Chris Collier, presenter

* Attended virtually

CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL
Chair Odegaard called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Commissioners Pape and Zevenbergen
had excused absence.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

None.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - NOVEMBER 2,2022
Commissioner Ostlund moved to approve the minutes of November 2, 2022, Commissioner
Marquart seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

PRESENTATION - HOUSING AFFORDABILITY IN SNOHOMISH COUNTy - CHRIS COLLIER
. Town Planner Bill Trimm introduced Chris Collier from the Alliance for Affordable

Housing who works with the Housing Authority of Snohomish County. Mr. Trimm
explained that updating the Housing element of the Comprehensive Plan will be a
significant effort due to recent changes in the state law related to housing. As such, he
stated that it would be good to get some background information on housing affordability
in Snohomish County.

Mr. Collier gave a Powerpoint presentation that included population, housing and income data
and information the county with particular emphasis on south Snohomish County. He
emphasized the disparity between the cost of housing and area incomes and the need to provide
more housing supply for both renters and owner-occupied units. He concluded his remarks with
a list of actions that could be taken to help resolve the affordable housing issue in the County.

After Mr. Collier's presentation the Commissioners had the following questions:
Commissioner Murphy referenced HB1110 that proposes zoning changes to add
housing to existing lots. She noted the geographical and density limitation of
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Woodway and that taller building in Woodway isn't practical Mr. Collier replied
that to increase the supply everywhere it's about density. Commissioner Murphy
questioned the ability of infrastructure and utilities to keep up with the growth. Mr.
Collier response was that steadily over time, infrastructure improvement will have
to keep up with demand.
Guest, John Brock asked if HB1110 basically side stepped the whole GMA process
and takes the urban planning out of it and growth doesn't happen where it's
appropriate. Mr. Collier's response was he shares that concern.
Commissioner Marquart asked if he had some visuals that could be shared about a
livability indexing. She mentioned that typical livability measures includes
walkability, public park access, farmers market with metrics that are used, when we
are making decisions for our communities. Looking at livability indexing, certainly
has to come into play when thinking about increasing density and in a way to
building well-being of our communities.
Mr. Collier answered, he is keenly focused on access to amenities, open space,
green space, that all affect livability. Transit is an important element oflivability as
it relates to access to employment centers.
The Commissioners thanked Mr. Collier for his presentation and would like follow
up with more housing data and infonnation in the future.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS: CHAIRPERSON AND VICE CHAIR

. Commissioner Ostlund moved to nominate Commissioner Odegaard for Planning
Commission Chair. Commissioner Marquart seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously.

. Commissioner Rettenmier moved to nominated Commissioner Marquart for Planning
Commission Vice Chair. Commissioner Murphy seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously.

HOUSE ELEMENT:

. Mr. Trimm briefly went over the Department of Commerce checklist of new information
that will need to be included in the Housing Element as a result of recent changes to the
GMA. He described that the data will have to be updated and what still needs to be
addressed through policies in the Comprehensive Plan. Some of this information will come
from Snohomish County and from Commerce.

. Mr. Trimm presented the memorandum that was sent to the Town Council seeking
Planning Commission direction on accessory dwelling units (ADUs). The Council directed
the Commission to discuss ADUs as work continued on the Housing Element. The
Commission requested more information on ADUs and whether they would be appropriate
to supply more affordable housing in the Town.
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POINT WELLS UPDATE: COURT OF APPEALS DECISION

. Mr. Trimm went over the Court of Appeals decision that upheld the County's decision to
deny the Point Wells project and an email from Tom McCormick stating the application is
completely dead.

OTHER BUSINESS

. Hearing Examiner report for 2022
o Mr. Trimm went over the report from Hearing Examiner John Gait referencing the

activity for the administrative variance for the Khadar property on Dogwood Lane.
. 2022 Annual Planning Commission Report

o Mr. Trimm introduced the 2022 Planning Commission report and Commissioner
Ostlund moved to approve the Report and forward on the Council. Commissioner
Rettenmier seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

. Next Planning Commission meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 1, 2023.

ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner Rettenmier moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Marquart seconded the
motion. The motion passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 8:41 pm.

Respectfully Submitted, APPROVED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION

Kim Sullivan, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Per Odegaaifl<t'hair
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(These minutes accurately reflect what was said at the Planning Commission meeting. Publication does not vouch for the veracity
of these statements.)
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